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I. In General 


A. General Nature, Power, and Administration of Courts 


§ 4. Administrative power exercised by court—Facilities, resources, expenses, fees, and costs 
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Subject to statutory and constitutional restrictions, courts have power to provide facilities, personnel, and resources 
reasonably necessary for the performance of judicial functions and to assess fees and costs for access to the courts. 


The courts have inherent power to provide facilities, personnel, and resources reasonably necessary for the performance of 
judicial functions, ! including material items.” Protecting the courts from impairment resulting from inadequate facilities, 
supplies, or personnel is within the courts' inherent powers even in the absence of an applicable statute. Included in the 


judiciary's administrative authority is the power to formulate and carry into effect the budget for the court system. 


Courts have the inherent power to require sufficient funds for operating expenses, space, facilities, supplies, and other material 


items.° 


It is within the power of an appropriate court to require a given locality to provide funds for the support of courts created for 


the locality. 


Costs and fees. 


Courts may have statutory authority to assess costs on litigants before the courts, and may be delegated the authority to make 
rules regarding the assessment of costs.” The authority for courts to make rules regarding the assessment of costs may be limited 


to the highest state court. S Subject to statutory constraints,” courts may impose fees, such as filing fees, on persons seeking 
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access to the court system!” as long as the fees are imposed for purposes directly related to the administration of justice and 


are not used for general revenue purposes. 1 Exemptions may be provided. ! 
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